SPECIAL REPORT

Padgham’s Sofa Sound goe
ommercial

Famous producer opens
his doors to business
as Miloco takes over
management

UK: As reported in September’s
PSNE, the Miloco studio group has
added yet another top of the range
facility to the portfolio of London
recording studios that it operates
and manages. Producer Hugh
Padgham has enlisted Miloco’s serv-
ices to hire out his Sofa Sound
Studios on a commercial basis when
he doesn’t require it for his own
projects.

Padgham says that this move
makes sense on a number of counts.
“I was a bit reluctant at first to ‘go
commercial at first,” says the pro-
ducer who has won a string of

The control room at Sofa Sound, based in the old Stanley House building in West London
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awards, including four Grammys.
“After all, it’s my personal studio
and I'm wary of letting other peo-
ple use the facilities and equipment.
But on the other hand, it’s empty a
lot of the time — especially when I'm
working in the States — and it seems
daft to let such a great facility lie
idle. Now, whereas it was more of
a hobby before, it is now being run
on a sensible business basis.

“Im not the first to do this,” he
continues. “Miloco is already look-
ing after a number of other studios
and other artist/producer owners
like David Gilmour and Mark
Knopfler let out their facilities to
selected clients. It’s a bit of a trend
and benefits all concerned.

Padgham started out as a tape-
operator at Advision Studios, work-
ing in recording sessions for Yes and
Emerson, Lake and Palmer. From
there he went to Landsowne Studios
andinoved fromitane-oneratat/assis-

“We are hugely proud to
announce that we have been asked
to represent Hugh Padgham’s first-
class SSL room, taking our total
number of studios to nine,” says
Miloco’s operations manager Nick
Young. “With the sad demise of
West London’s Eden studios, we
have seized the opportunity to end
our barren existence in the west of
the city, and are honoured to be rep-
resenting the area’s leading SSL
room. Sofa Sound’s equipment fur-
ther includes a vast amount
of plug-ins and a large range of out-
board gear - including rare
vintage EQs.”

The first client to book Sofa
under the new arrangement was
Mark Ronson. “We’re officially
open for business,” adds Young.
“The studio has a lot to offer and
we are confident it will attract a high
calibre of artists.”

Miloco also represents
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PORTUGAL: “I'm alive and well
working in Lisbon at the best
sounding mix facility in the world!”
Strong words indeed. But when they
come from James Lock, you can’t
help but sit-up and listen.

Lock is the former Decca chief
engineer and two-time Grammy
award winner (with ten nomina-
tions), and is legendary in the
recording industry having worked
with names such as Pavarotti, Sir
Georg Solti and Karajan amongst
others.

Lock is currently spending a few
seasons in Portugal’s flagship studio
O Ganho do Som as resident sound
chief engineer and international
business consultant. “Lisbon is such
a warm and sunny capital and the
introductory post-production costs
at this studio are way below any-
thing you can get anywhere in the
world for the same high-end quali-
ty,” he says. “Besides, if I had a
dream for the ultimate listening
experience, this facility would be it.
I had never heard my recordings
sounding so damn good!”

Housed inside a residential loft
in Lisbon, O Ganho do Som recent-
ly went through a state-of-the-art
acoustic facelift by a Portuguese
firm calle Audiodesigner. The major
concern of the studis ‘vas to make
sure the sound engineer could listen
to everything exactly as recorded,
with no negative influence from the
room or the monitoring chain.

~ The studio is based around
six  B&W 801D  Nautilus
speakers, powered by six
audiophile Electrocompaniet Nemo
monoblock amplifiers, capable of
delivering 1,200 watts/4 ohms each.
~ Recording, editing and mixing
Is supported by a Pro Tools sys-
tem, with 196 tracks and 24 phys-
ical faders on a D-Command
mixing desk. Audio resolution is

Up to 24 bits and 192kHz, with
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