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RECORDING, POST AND MASTERING

On with Forward's planning

Next phase complete at top Rome facility

ITALY: Just over a year after its offi-
cial opening, Forward Studios — a
unigue commercial recording set-up
located in a large villa near Rome —
has announced the first stage of the
expansion to the international-level
facilities: alongside the original 5+1
and 7+1 Caesar Room featuring a
72-channel AMS Neve 88, the com-
plex now offers clients the 45sqm
Aurelius Room (also a 5+1 and 7+1
set-up) and the 22sqm 5+1 Augustus
Room, both designed by John Flynn
and Claudio Belletti of ADG.

Forward Owner and general
manager Massimo  Scarparo
explains, “Since the official opening
in February 2005, we've been very
busy on projects involving Italian
artists, several of whom have worked
with top UK and US sound engineers,
such as Dave Pemberton (Orbital,
Eagle Eye Cherry), who worked on
the new album by Subsonica, Haydn
Bendall (head engineer at Abbey
Road for ten years), who has worked
on three or four projects here, includ-
ing album tracks by Michele Zarillo
and Nicky Nicolai.”

Regarding his intention of keep-
ing the studio a truly original facil-
ity, Scarparo continued, “Apart
from making us the only facility in
Italy with an AMS Neve 88R and a
Solid State Logic 9000] — in facr |
think there are only four or five
other studios in the world with this
combination — the two new rooms
were designed and fitted out to
enable use to further expand our

clienr rarger.”

As far as the choice of hardware
for the new rooms, he added, “The
equipment installed was carefully
selected bearing in mind the clients
we address and, as opposed to other
studios, we offer fully-equipped
ready-to-run rooms. Of course, we
are able to supply anything else our
clients need, but prefer to offer them
a complete high-end package.”

The Aurelius’ SSL desk was sup-
plied by Milan’s Funky Junk and,
although a relatively new desk (hav-
ing been installed in its original loca-
tion in France in 2003), was
completely overhauled by FJ and by
Giovanni Blasi of Solid State Logic
Italia. As well as the SSL, Scarparo
decided to add a pre/post-production
facility, and equipped the Augustus
Room with a Sony DMX-R100.

The monitor set-up in the
Aurelius consists in Genelec 1034A
(main) and a pair of 1031A (five of
which are used as surround speakers
with a 7071A sub), Adam 53, Yamaha
NS10 and Auratone 5C and, with the
assortment of leading edge outhoard
units at clients” disposal, Scarparo is
hard put to indicate any equipment
in particular, but deems his Neve
1081 preamps and Urei 1176LN
Black Face worthy of mention.

Although both rooms have anly
been operational for a few months,
Scarparo is already at work on the
next upgrade to the Forward
“sound factory™ — another live
room, adjacent to the Aurelius and

The Aurelius Room — the 45sq n5+1 and 7+1 set-up — s part of Fast Forward’s expansion

The Augustus Room, like the Aurelius, is designed by John Flynn and Claudio Belletti of ADG
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