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had leng drearmt of bulding o cwn reconding soudio; ohie ides had boon

kicking around for years since past expedences signing o Decca as a

teenage bubble-gum pop prodigy. Decca’s demise fnished oy eardy cacees

path but with saveral reoording sessions under my el &t the age of 13,
and mixing with recond producers. aangers. seaslon nnsicians and engineers,
this Ieft a lasting improssion on me. Many peonke with a passion for muslc fnd
themaetves dolng a davtime job to pay the bills whik: aspiring w a professienal
rale in music or sinpdy deing it for pleasure. Thats me, & regular quv with a
day joh and an average wage bul there 5 some depth o my musical Esume,
nchuding pm‘ti_‘-']'m_'_-::. v soumed engineering, 1'.I[1r|-I anc music production
urderpis e by a 1ND in "'I-.:ItE'EEI.L"J'In| sound engingering, The opportunity
for the studio design and build come about when ] saw 2 freeheld derached
tungalonw tor sale thar came with a lot of land and the owner wanied out, quick.
It was pesfect For development and was in a rogeneration arca with millicns
being spent knecking dewn bulldings and rebuilding, Flanners were keen for
new ideas and it all koked good for my vision © be realised.

| purchased the uilding in 2001 with a starcdard mn.ﬁm ared =8t about
drering -:Lru: s of different Tayouts oo fnd a good working How, Tt tok anather
frv yoars o find the courage o stan the project. Boowing mors meney 1o fnance
the build could potentialhe keave me having o sell the home i all went woong
20 the only way to atferd doing & prope jl.'l|." W3 m camy out the design and b uile]
rrvvsel . T0 wis all very scary — | ke [ was handy an B1Y, buc e all think: thit!

In 2006 | submitted plans that were passed without problems. The key was
ta apply for planning permission for privam: resideneal wse ac e and o make a
further application G charge of wee ance the uikiing was il and cstabhished,
Howse prices wene spiralling upwards crzating equity n the property and 1 ook
the apparmininy w0 remergage £32,000 to start the bl T had 2 pood idea
of how the stidio lavout should ok and what materials wonld be used for
thee build T had several books foe referencing deslen, but [ kept going back to
Recording Shedio Tiesign by Philip Newell. It was a favourtie and essentally my
bible of shudio design.

Building work siared Januany 2007 mining non-step for a month, flling up
thee mronch wiorks and halting progress. 1 L-.Lq..,hl a digger and & small ’hlllu.,E:I
for £3,000 0 move materials armand the ste and complet: the ground works,
selling them afterwards to reocup the cash. By August the walls were going up
ard the whole buikiing shell, rool and windows were cormplered by une 2008, |
did all the work to keop costs down while continuing oy [ull tme joo which was
takdng up 30-a0 hours a waek — building could anly be done at weekends and
e coupde of nizhils a wesk,

The build wis quite daunting at times; project mandgging, couning costs and
redesizning plans as new nfomation was fnd, T found it easier o complete
amall chunks of the build at a time. althougl: there wer some fusradons —
supplicrs woens unrefiable, things wening wp late, substandand o unusablk

Further tap-up leans of 50k ar £25k were drawn down, pulting me on the
edee of maximmm berrowing, My wite was made redundans, and sc was T, thro
firmess! The lack of expendable cash and long howes woeking pur a srain on ouar

Studio owmner traces the development, opening and
cammercialisation of his salf-built facility in Birmingharm.

With the roof on, doors and windows seal=d, il was lme o g2t cracking on
the intarnzl structure, The firse room Arishes would be the ive room and 1wkl
aoon hear the resulidng acoustcs. Al smdio areas wese ‘room within & room'
cesigns for acowstics and solation. The lve oom consiuction wses 2 L3mm
solid concreme Bhockwark bobeoon studics and 300mm coneree cavily walks
externally, The boickwork was first fned with 22mm BEWE Rockwool ghoed o
the walls; 100mm sdwork was bulls and Hned with dead shees on the =u:h::
facing the wall. A 12mm thick laver of TPDM nubber siip 100mm wide wes
glued to the bottom radl of the smdwork panels. Once stood up, &l the wall
panels wers coach Beled ropether to foom the foadng pedmeter wall ard in-alled
with 120mm FAWE Rockwocl, eoed off with veo overlapping lavers of 12.5mim
plasterboand, Foo joist Girder brams suppemd a web of imber jeise w fonm the
uner celling stucnice fat sits on the peimeter wall to complet: the shell.

The inner and outsr ceilings are o compasits loper of 100mm W3 benween
joists, 12.56mm plesterhosrd, and then 30mm RWE sandwiched with anothes
12.5mm plastatbeard, scparansd by 150mm airspace, This was for cach coiling
lver. The whole smuchure was sealed with silicon at every joint and layver o
ersure the room shell was aitighe

The floaring foor was a simple design of & 750mm reanforced conerete Moo
pad covered with 3omm layver of Reckdloor panels, 22mm tongue and greove
chipboand flooring, 3mm layer of undeday and 2 Lmm Franch Fine ongue and
groove fooring, and a scparate foating drum scr.

The walls and celling frames are coach bolied fogether. This fioating stnucom:
is wery siong and weighs several tons. A laver of deadshest in the walls is
sarchadched heoween owo lvers of Rockwos! and 2015 as a limp menbrane panel
absorber to contral sound reradiadng from the concrete containment shell, The
resull is & very well behaved soom acousde with excellent sound isalaticn,

The live oo was whilewashed inially with a visw o cevisidog Intedor
design and décor ar & later stage. Then Movember 2009 my father died. He was
proud of my achievemenrs, loved music but would never sec the finished resub.
1 put together a makeshilt control room, linked Inoe the llve room and recordad
my '“-L.-:'I-r brother Beith singing an acowslc vession of Darwee with my Fache

relationship tao, no holidays or Christmas cheer. What had T done? Tines were  Again, It was appropriarely the brst recording in the studio so we play: ol it at e
desparare, but therz was no gaing back. [ener] service,
resahtion Iune 2013
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1 continuesd to Bagild the oontrol
raom shell and decided o emal
Fhdlip: Mewell arsd Giank him G his
[abudous book, which hacd inflienosd
much of my work. 1 scne some budld
pisturcs oo, He replied personally
and sdvised me of some poines
that would irmprove my design,
anceralies ke had spotted in the plotaces, We souck up an coline Tiendship and
he helped with queres arxl advised on the Oner detils ol my design including the
T wal '1‘.1'—'.'.':*-;;.'.1':}::' abworber system a&nd Aush meunting of the Tannoy F3M
. rav-tracing the dispersion hgures from Tannay's quatsd spocs
o1 [l'_-; D:-nntl I.-.‘-E'll] plans, This shaoweed there were no significant eady reflections
hat might colour the sound in e Ustenlng 2one,

Fhilip was impeessed with the cootol oom aie handing specilicanon. It
includes g Daikin Fesh aic heat exchaneer inked by conereller 10 a Daikin air
condidoning unit with & tatal 9 % 1m x 200mm steel slencers and 200mm Aeble
acostic ducting to Ink all commponenes. The esult is exceliens conmsd of humidisy
and emperanire with near slent cperaton. The whele smdio is hear exchanged
and ale condidened theeughour,

Thie madn monitars were Qush-moucled oo a sand-Mllsd sudded wall 10
recduce rsonance and o maintain impedance matching of matedals wsed in the
acouatic shell. They sic an & concnete Foundation the size of their faotprint and
are surounded ar the sides, 1@ op and rear with twe 2omm layvers of MOF bonded
The remalning void s packed solid with BWS Reckwedd to reduce any cavity
resonance, They are decoupled from the wall, base and sheeod with a 120un
mieclicerm density foam suroumnd

The: walls ar: non-paralkd throughout and a rear el '-'.'31.':*-,__7.']:]:* ahsorber
gystem, as usad in many of Philip howell's designs, dnishes the job of ddying up
standing waves that might have cooumed ctherwise, The feor is splic leve] and
fises at the rear o give a lstenlng expedence simdar oo what 13 beard ar the mix
pazitiare, Lage windows either side of the conirel room ook diraly it the live
and desd room swdios, giving an excellent line of sight throughout. The room hes
a vory calm sound and feel, bt ics noc dead, Thene ane mamy refloctive sarfaoes. .
thex're just net in the bing line,

It was decided sady co oo concentrare the design and budget an the budding
and acoustice, st with o geed fousdation. and buidd a qualicy receeding and
lissterizge enviresment [ researched constantdy; kaaking at ol and new reconding

erpuipment. to compike a shortlist of nefizbke mied and ested gear that was :111
vale for meney without compromnising qualiny. 1 baught a “'L"h]l‘l"l‘.h"tl.' Soundimacs
Jade 44 chanrel inline after much delibaraticn, 1'm really happy with the choloe
because iU zot loads of personality, and s & great |,L'-.*-.L:L-_'-n consee i work
with. TU's ir|.'.-:|[..-._.| ioan eighi-core Mac "']_I withy two 360 quad-core Incel
Meon processors, T use Mot 2408 MEZ (pwod, MES ard 24 140, for 48 channels
ab A-TVT-A with Logic Pre 2, it's a r-.-|.=e-.-L. analogue frone end with & powerful

recarding LA,

Same of the equipment has been aronnd for veas, | remember my ezdier

aemsions ol Decca ard the fabulous soussd of @ Taoney Gold Menitor speakers
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aed W the conred el [ L98T [ aaw an adverl inbodocing Tannosy's “new’
FSM manitor — a 15-inch bigh power Dual Concentric with adeitonal 15-inch TF

driver in one cab .. sald, 10 the man over there! Twve owned them over since and
as summericld s main monitoring they are hocked up me a MNeva Awdio Stadiey
passive amp. ‘lanney Fhii #s are ‘lasefield and AKG LEMS0S are on lllE' Geskiop,

Wity the oo |.|||:'_-.u| o e conteol ocm i January 2001, 1 realised e project
was laking ca its own life and was stating © look special. The bucszet had
gone out of che window, now it appeansd T would  bave o commerdalisg the
shudic i fake it o the nest kevel. T had o move more quickly with bnalising e
rmaming roams bue | was starting to feel the stmin of constant wioek and was
actually gemiog slewer as [oock moee dme o concenirace oo e detall [ was
under pressues Oeancialy due i constant disupions of oy emploviment, with
pecdunedancies and spells of speradic emplovment

It took anather year to finish the studic and by that dme 1had hoolied up with
young graduats Dan Coley who came to the studio with a band, 1 Ill..-‘il‘.T.:-’ ook o
hir and was impressed by his manieity: 1 gave him e cppormnlty 6 nUn soms
sessdans and quickly reallsed thar he had anazing editing skills and a profound
kneasdedee of salbware. [les wall omeansad, is skillul and has been a key pleser
in developing the smdio’s cperations, T believe that a studio 5 only as good as the
engineers and satt who operan: i and Tan is first class

[ amzined commencial planing parmission ter Chrisnnas 2012 amd emaiked
Hick Young, pD at Mioce, with a viewr o be considered for thelr Marketplace
portfolie. Wick replied sayicg be (el e sowdic lacked vike and there was 2 lis of
hirggs that didn'L sound positive. He was debil; T had overdlooked the aestheticos
aril bern a bit cormplacent about the Ardsh. 1 set o work sraight away; boking
ar mrerier designs friom the Best studio pictures 1 conld End and sfamed 0 see
a pamem emergs. A complete refutkishment of the smdles Hehding, décor and
fundiuee has been well reoeived and Summecl=ld Shedkos 5 now numing the
heads of key industey prolessionals, We have become cae of the new additions w
the Milsco Marketplace pondedo,

The joumey has boen long and hard, and if 1 wene to do it again, 1 would, of
comirse, do i differznthy — take mom time planning, costing, and making sure the
finance was avalable, Howenver, this was my deam, & vision nuned inte ceality
thrcweh gucs, bard work and determination. Thee was only one charee and 1was
brawe encueh w ke it and work haed toorealise i Thers really has been Blood,
sweat and ks, and a lot af luck!
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